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Historic flight Virgin Galactic has reminded us that "space" does not exist
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Just today, Virgin Galactic into space, first for myself. But once at the maximum height 82,68 kilometers, the spacecraft did not reach 17.32 kilometers to the line of Pocket — which is recognized by the world as the boundary separating the atmosphere from outer space. The question arises: what is space? Before we decompose the achievement of Virgin Galactic apart, let's give credit to the company. This was not easy.



After 14 years of development and the tragic failures that led to the death of a test pilot in 2014, Virgin Galactic finally reached space. Or, at least, called the agreement reached space.

the Virgin Galactic and neocosmos

Today over California's Mojave desert SpaceShipTwo Virgin Galactic (aka VSS Unity) peaked in 82,68 miles — so said Virgin Galactic. This is the first space flight for the spacecraft for Virgin Galactic and, oddly enough, the first space flight involving human launched from American soil since the last space Shuttle mission in 2011. Moreover, since all this was carried out with the support of the NASA Flight Opportunities Program (aboard the Unity was four space scientific and technical experiment), and it was the first flight of Virgin Galactic with the generation of profit.

Aircraft WhiteKnightTwo released Unity at a height of about 13.1 kilometers at approximately 10:11 a.m. local time. Separated from the mother ship, suborbital transport activated rocket engines for 60 seconds and reached a peak speed of Mach 3.9. The mission statements on the Ground congratulated the pilots, saying: "unity, welcome to the cosmos". Photos taken aboard Unity, show the blackness of space and the expressive curve of the Earth.

The Machine reached a speed of 2.5 Mach during reentry using their advanced configuration "feathers", when the tail wings are at an angle to create resistance, like a shuttlecock for badminton. 11:11 the mission was Serena and the car landed safely on runway in air and space port the Mojave.

Mark Stuckey and Frederick stark officially became astronauts. Anyway, deserved such recognition from NASA and the US military.

The owner of Virgin Galactic Richard Branson this moment was the one he was waiting for a very long time.

But did VSS Unity of the cosmos, really? Depends on who you ask.

In the US, the Federal aviation administration (FAA) recognizes the border 80 kilometers above the Earth. Virgin noted that the FAA will award the pilots "wings astronauts." The border, of course, slightly arbitrary, however, lies between the mesosphere and the thermosphere is a kind of boundary line of the atmosphere.

But there is a line of Pocket, according to which space begins at 100 kilometers above the Earth. This demarcation line recognized by the International Federation of standards that are involved in Aeronautics and Astronautics. Remarkably, the line of his boundary, for recognized competitions Ansari X Prize, which was won by Scaled Composites and its SpaceShipOne in 2004. At this boundary, close to the bottom of the thermosphere, the atmosphere is so thin that the principles of Aeronautics is no longer applicable, and the apparatus at this altitude needs to move faster to gain traction.

This margin is also calculated very close to the mark of 100 kilometers, so here is the line of the Pocket.

To further complicate the situation, recent recalculations made by Jonathan McDowell, an astrophysicist at the Harvard-Smithsonian center for astrophysics, show that the line of the Pocket is actually closer to the Earth at 20 kilometers. If the calculations McDowell will be adopted, the boundary will be closer to 80 km, and thus closer to the border recognized by the FAA.

Do Not forget about the expectations of people. For potential space tourists, these boundaries can be meaningless if their desires are not met. In suborbital flights, like these, the spacecraft spends practically no time in space, and the passengers no opportunity to float freely in microgravity. Future SpaceShipTwo passengers will have to settle for an excellent overview and technical definition of "space".

But that hasn't stopped Virgin Galactic. The company has not yet announced the date of commencement of commercial flights on SpaceShipTwo, but today's launch represents an important step in this direction. So far more than 600 people were queued up for the flight, buying a ticket for $ 250,000. To see the similarity space.

Do you think this is true? Tell us in our 
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The Americans on the moon: what everyone should know?
the Upcoming cosmonautics day is my favorite holiday. It marks the triumph of the human mind: in just four thousand years Homo Sapiens went from hunter-gatherers to space explorers. 12 April 1961 Soviet cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin became the first man in ...




Why are some galaxies spiral shaped?
you Know what surprised me the most? The fact that we perceive the surrounding world as it is. Animals, plants, the laws of physics and the cosmos are perceived by many people as something so mundane and boring that they invent fairies, ghosts, monst...




Astronomers were able to see the death of another star system
In the cosmic ocean drifts a lot of mysteries about the existence of which we are unaware. One of these was uncovered five years ago, when astronomers have discovered a lonely star at a distance of 570 light years from Earth, the brightness of which ...
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Six interesting experiments conducted on the ISS currently

it's been 20 years since then, as the first components of the International space station (ISS) was launched from Earth. Making a turn around the planet in 90 minutes, and at a distance of 400 kilometers above the Earth's surface,...







 






The Virgin Galactic spaceplane the first time made up "space height"

a Private us space company, Virgin Galactic conducted another test of a suborbital tourist spacecraft, and almost conquered the frontier of space height. The company had previously said that, as the U.S. air force to mean a height...







 






China successfully orbited the moon the new lunar lander and lunar Rover

Chinese space probe "Chang'e-4" with the lander and a moon Rover on Board, successfully entered the orbit of Earth's natural satellite, according to Space News. Launched by the carrier rocket "Changzheng-3B" the device has reached...







 






The Russian rocket for lunar exploration may cost 1.5 trillion rubles

create a super-heavy launch vehicle and use it to fly around the moon could cost the Russian budget of 1.5 trillion rubles. About it reports the edition "RIA Novosti" with reference to its sources in the space industry. As reporte...







 






ISS astronauts explored the hole in the "Union" and collecting samples of trim around it

Oleg Kononenko and Sergey Prokopyev during a spacewalk from the ISS opened micrometeorite protection of spacecraft "Soyuz MS-09" and found under it a hole. Samples of the sealant, which was closed on the hole and the surface aroun...







 






Video stream: Russian crew of the ISS went into space to check the holes in the "Union"

Russian cosmonauts Oleg Kononenko and Sergey Prokopyev has walked in space aboard the International space station (ISS). This is the third spacewalk this year according to the Russian program. Before the astronauts have an importa...







 






Probe OSIRIS-Rex has sent a signal about presence of water on asteroid Bennu

the spacecraft OSIRIS-REx, launched in September 2016 to , beginning to bear fruit. Probe the space object recently, on 3 December, but have already discovered on the asteroid's surface water. According to researcher Amy Simon, we...







 






The probe "Voyager-2" reached interstellar space

Automatic spacecraft space Agency NASA "Voyager-2" has finally left the heliosphere – the region of space near the sun where the solar wind plasma is moving relative to the Sun at supersonic speed. Thus the unit became the second ...







 






China sent a lunar Rover on the dark side of the moon

China is the world's first launched a mission to land on the side of the moon. Start of automatic interplanetary station "Chang'e-4" on Board of the carrier rocket "Changzheng-3B" performed on December 8 at about 02:00 local time ...







 






Checking for care: what is unusual about this picture of the lunar Crescent?

we All know that the day sky different from the night. A truly mesmerizing night and day — at best — blind. And boring it is. Night, stars, satellites, milky Way, planets, Moon. And the day only the Moon. But wait… Astronome...







 






Ion engines mission BepiColombo passed the first test in space

in Addition to the validation of scientific equipment, which is one of the BepiColombo spacecraft — the joint mission of the European space Agency (EKA) and the Japanese aerospace exploration Agency (JAXA) to study mercury &...







 






A scientist from NASA admitted that we were able to visit the aliens. But not all so simple

recently, the Network appeared information that literally blew up the Internet. Researcher Silvano Colombano, NASA published a paper called "". The report contains some very controversial statements, but the media as one began to ...







 






Russia for the first time in the history of the beginning of printing bodies in space

On Board the International space station for the first time in history began , in which the bio-printer will be printed Minorcan. The results of the experiment will be released in early 2019. The experiment was carried out by labo...







 






#video | See the full landing of the Falcon 9 rocket on the water

That night there was unprecedented: for the first time of its landing, the first stage didn't land at the spaceport at Cape Canaveral. Due to problems with a hydraulic pump slatted helm, as the head of SpaceX Elon Musk, the rocket...







 






The American media accused Roscosmos of populism and advised to do business

Journalist Eric Berger of the popular American IT publication Ars Technica commented on the video of the Russian space Agency about creating a spacecraft with a nuclear power plant, criticizing the Russian space Corporation and it...







 






SpaceX broke four records, launching a Falcon 9 that night

tonight's successful launch of a rocket from the Vandenberg air force base in California brought the company SpaceX four new records — a sure sign that headed by Elon Musk, the company, and the commercial space industry as a whole...







 






The NASA OSIRIS-Rex entered the orbit of the asteroid Bennu

Automatic spacecraft "Osiris-Rex" space Agency NASA after more than two years since launch, traveled more than 124 million miles of outer space and finally entered the orbit of the asteroid Bennu. The National Board of the USA on ...







 






The sensor of earthquakes InSight landed at a slight angle

the Sensor tremors (marzorati, so to speak) probe InSight arose on the Red planet at a slight angle. Experts hope that the spacecraft will work as expected. This was stated by the official representatives . Lander InSight cost nea...







 






The mission of "cube-Sats" to Mars was considered a success

While everything from the last landing of the vehicle on Mars to perform , in parallel, was another important event. Two tiny cube satellites "cubsat" (CubeSat) — traveled with InSight, sending data to the Ground coming from the p...







 






Mars Rover "Kyuriositi" found on Mars odd shiny object

smooth and reflecting Unusual Martian rock has attracted the attention of NASA scientists, after which they decided to divert Curiosity from him. While the probe landed on Mars this week, "Curiosity" silently studied the Red plane...
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Co-owner Bitcoin.org Coinbase Pro ridiculed and called a stock exchange Scam

co-Owner Bitcoin.org and most popular forum about cryptocurrency Bitcointalk.org Cobra called Coinba...







	



The Ethereum is a cryptocurrency Scam. A new report Chainalysis

When people learned how to create a new cryptocurrency and began to build their infrastructure like ...







	



What will be the shelter for the first Martian colonists?

Mars is not the friendliest planet for humans
While the Red Planet is roaming rovers, researchers ar...
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Hey guys i just wanted to let you  know that i  Recovered 5.46476 BTC I Lost To a Fake Forex Investm...
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Hi, about a week ago my ETH was transferred to a wallet address I do not recognize. I never did this...
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I thought I had lost my savings for 10 years after being convinced to invest in crypto currency and ...
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